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1 Introduction 

The Stock Route Network (SRN) is land gazetted including stock routes, reserves and 

road reserves used primarily for the travelling stock on hoof throughout the state. The 

Queensland SRN consists of approximately 72,000 kilometres (1.5 million hectares) 

of stock routes and associated reserves for travelling stock. Infrastructure supporting 

the needs of travelling stock is constructed on the SRN and consists of facilities such 

as holding yards, crossings, fencing, yards, bridges and water facilities including 

bores, windmills, troughs and tanks. A total of approximately 700 watering facilities 

exist on the SRN. There are a range of other valuable uses for the SRN including: 

 Community activities; 

 Other non-pastoral industries i.e. bee keeping; 

 Construction of public utilities; 

 Recreation and tourism; 

 Provision of emergency fodder; 

 Historical and cultural heritage; and 

 Environmental values. 

 

A stock route is defined under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route 

Management) Act 2003 as a ‘road or route ordinarily used for travelling stock or 

declared under a regulation as a stock route’. A reserve for travelling stock is also 

defined in the Act as reserves set aside under the Land Act 1994 for a community 

purpose that allows for the reserves to be used by travelling stock. 

 

Stock routes are classified as either primary, secondary, minor or inactive routes 

based on the level of use of the route by travelling stock.  The classifications have 

been derived from statistics obtained from the issue of Stock Route Permits between 

1988 and 1997 (Table 2).   

 

Table 1 Classification of stock routes 

 

Classification 
Cattle Equivalents Per Annum 

(6 sheep = 1 cow) 

Primary > 9000 head 

Secondary 3000 –9000 head 

Minor < 3000 head 

Inactive Local & unrecorded movements 

 

The Bendemere Shire Local Government Area has an area of approximately 3955 

km2 and is situated west of Brisbane in south-west Queensland within the Maranoa-

Balonne catchment and comprises a part of the Queensland Murray Darling Basin. 

There are approximately 377 km of stock routes within the Bendemere Shire of which 

10.5 km are primary routes, 51.4 km are secondary routes, 114 km are minor routes 

and 200 km are inactive routes (Appendix B). The stock route network in Bendemere 

Shire is used predominately for moving stock from property to property and during 

drought periods and is an important link in the network for cattle to transverse from 

ajoining shires.  The network has played a significant role in the past bringing stock to 

market areas, in times of drought, fire and flood providing relief fodder and access to 

secure, well-watered facilities, for stock from as far as Winton and Burke.  
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The stock route network in Bendemere Shire provides fodder, water and access for 

predominately drovers and stock owners outside of the shire, not residents within the 

shire. Bendemere Shire Council is given the burden to manage the stock routes for 

these users and the monetary gain for local government is small i.e. cost of 

maintaining water facilities. The Warrego Highway that transverses East-West 

through Bendemere Shire is classified as stock route P002 and S071 is believed to be 

unsuitable for travelling stock particularly due to traffic safety reasons.  

 

The stock route network in Bendemere Shire also has areas valued regionally for its 

remnant ecosystems i.e. vegetation (Appendix D), threatened fauna species that 

inhabit in the area (Appendix F), locally significant wetland sites for fauna and flora 

(Appendix F), historical and cultural heritage sites of significance (Appendix G).  

 

Key facts for the Bendemere Shire are highlighted below however, Appendix A 

provides more detail on background information in the Bendemere Shire.  
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Table 2: Facts about the SRN in Bendemere Shire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SRN Inventory 

 

Total distance of routes 

Total  377 km 

Primary  10.5 km 

Secondary 51.4 km 

Minor  114 km 

Inactive  200 km 

 

Total # of water facilities 

Total    14 

Artesian bores  0 

Sub artesian bore 8 

Excavated dam  5 

Town supply  1 

Natural waterholes 0 

 

Condition of water facilities  
Good   6 

Fair   6 

Poor   2 

Not working  0 
 

Bendemere Shire Council 

 

Population: 987 

Main land uses: Beef Cattle, Cropping 

Vegetation:  Eucalyptus species, Callitris species,   

  Corymbia species, Acacia species, Casuarina  

  species, Allocasuarina species, Angophora  

  species 

Soil Types: Brigalow clays, alluvium, dissected residuals,  

  soft mulga lands, undulating popular box  

  texture contrast soils, sand plains, clay plains,  

  red sands, fine-grained and coarse grained  

  sedimentary rocks. 

 

 

 

Use of the SRN 

Multiple use corridor - provides relief fodder and food for 

stock, access to secure well-watered facilities, recreation, 

camping, habitat for a biodiversity of fauna, flora and 

remnant vegetation, cultural and historical significant sites. 

Management of the SRN 

Peter Maunder is the Stock Route Supervisor at Bendemere 

Shire Council which has the day-to-day responsibility for 

managing the stock routes in the shire. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer, Mayor, Councillors, delegated 

staff also have an important role in managing the SRN. 

Values on the SRN 

 Regional Ecosystems 

 Historic Heritage 

 Cultural Heritage 

 Biodiversity of flora and fauna 

 

Pressures on the Values of the SRN 

 Overgrazing 

 Weed spread  

 Soil erosion 

 Degradation of habitat & natural riparian 

zones 

 

Pressures on stock using the SRN 

 

 Thickening of vegetation 

 Lack of pasture 

 Distances to reliable water facilities 

 

Hazards and Risks such as infrastructure, road 

and fire 
No rain, good vegetation growth high fire hazard, 

steep banks along rivers causing stock to 

transversing on road safety hazard 
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1.1  Preparation of the Plan 

 

Under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002, 40 local 

government areas prescribed under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route 

Management) Regulations 2003 that contain part of the stock route network are 

required develop and implement SRN Plans by 1 July 2005 to manage those parts of 

the network in accordance with the principles of stock route network management and 

the State’s stock route network management strategy. The Bendemere Shire, one of 

the Local Government Areas has developed this Stock Route Network Management 

Plan (SRNMP) as a requirement of the Act.  

 

For consistency with the principles of stock route network management and the 

State’s stock route network management strategy the plan involved partnership with 

government agencies, industry and community representatives all with the common 

interest for sustainable management.  
 

1.1.1 Working Group 
 

Bendemere Shire Council coordinated the establishment of a SRNMP working group 

aimed to provide advice to the Council on the preparation of the draft local 

government stock route network management plan. The members of the working 

group included those outlined in Table 3. 

 

Table 3 Members of the SRNMP Working Group. 

 

Name Position Organisation 

Rex Smith Mayor Bendemere Shire Council 

Frank McArthur Chief Executive Officer Bendemere Shire Council 

Ian Price Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

John McNulty Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

Iris Aldridge Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

Maree Price Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

Colin Maunder Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

Viv Taylor Councillor Bendemere Shire Council 

Peter Maunder Stock Routes Supervisor Bendemere Shire Council 

Michelle Ramsay Environmental Health 

Officer 

Bendemere Shire Council 

Graham 

Hardwick 

Principal Land Protection 

Officer 

Department of Natural Resources 

and Mines  

 

Representatives from key stakeholder groups were given a copy of the stock route 

management plan to capture broad interests, knowledge and expertise. Key 

stakeholders are listed in Table 4. 
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Table 4: Key Stakeholders 

 

Name Position Organisation 

Graham 

Hardwick 

Principal Land Protection 

Officer 

Department of Natural Resources 

and Mines  

Luke Brown Environmental Manager Department of Main Roads  

Alex Lindsey Manager Department of Primary Industries 

(Forestry) 

Craig Eddie  Ranger Queensland Parks and Wildlife 

Service 

Manager Roma District Queensland Rail 

Greg Richardson Rural Lands Officer Warroo Shire Council 

Ivan Gillies Rural Lands Officer Bungil Shire Council 

Cameron Hanson Rural Lands Officer Taroom Shire Council 

Des Waldron Rural Lands Officer Murilla Shire Council 

Queensland South 

Representative 

Native Title 

Aboriginal Group 

Manager Mandandanji People 

Western Wakka Wakka People 

Barunggam People 

Industry 

Organisations 

 

Manager Agforce, Origin Energy, , Santos, 

Associated Petroleum & Oil Pty 

Ltd, APT Petroleum Pipelines, 

Elgas, Epic Energy, Game 

Harvesters 

Service Providers  Manager i.e. Telstra, Ergon Energy 

Bim Goodrich Chair and/or committee 

members of Association 

Maranoa Balonne Catchment 

Management Association 

Jessica Kenway 

 

Landcare Coordinator 

 

Maranoa Balonne Landcare  

 

Andrew Drysdale  Executive Officer Queensland Murray Darling 

Commission 
 

1.1.2 Community consultation 
 

The Bendemere Shire Council provided consultation with the community during the 

preparation of the draft plan by advertising a public notice in the Western Star  

Newspaper on 18 February 2005 requesting comments on the plan. The draft plan was 

made available to the public, at Bendemere Shire Council office, for comment from 

18 February 2005 until the 18 March 2005. No public submissions were received. 

1.2 Purpose of the plan 

 

The purpose of this plan is to satisfy the legislative requirements of the Land 

Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2003 which will operate in 

conjunction with the Act, Queensland SRN Management Strategy and the Principles 

for SRN Management and within the parameters of other legislation and policy. The 

Plan is intended to be a living document that will provide the strategic direction that 

Bendemere Shire Council will support, service and enforce in managing the SRN in 
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the shire, so that the impacts of stock on the resources, users and values of the SRN 

are minimised.  

 

The plan documents the current situation for SRN management in the Bendemere 

Shire and outlines the management strategies available for the ongoing use and 

maintenance of the stock routes and its associated resources. The components of SRN 

management outlined and discussed provide in the plan are: 

 

1. Network integrity; 

2. Grazing management; 

3. Significant area management; 

4. Risks and safety management; 

5. Infrastructure management; 

6. Pest and disease management; 

7. Water agreements management; 

8. Permitting travel and agistment, and 

9. Compliance. 

 

1.3 Duration of the Plan   

 

This plan will be effective from 1 July 2005 until 30 June 2009. The effectiveness of 

the plan will be reviewed at least 3 months before the start of each financial year 

during this period. The plan will be reviewed or amended as required by the local 

government, State or Minister to ensure stock route management is consistent with the 

principles of stock route network management and State stock route network 

management strategy.  
 

1.4 Statutory Framework 

1.4.1 Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 and 

 Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Regulation 2003 
 

The Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 and Land 

Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Regulation 2003 establishes a 

legislative responsibility to provide for stock route network management in 

Queensland. The Act and regulation comprises SRN management principles and 

provides for the preparation by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines of a 

State SRN Management Strategy and local government stock route network 

management plans to improve stock route network management. Under the Act roles 

and responsibilities for State and Local Governments, users and landholders adjoining 

the network are allocated.  

 

The principles of stock route network management are summarised in Table 5.  
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Table 5: Principles of Stock Route Network Management 

 

Principle Purpose 

Public Awareness  Public awareness and knowledge of the 

network’s multiple uses, environmental values, 

cultural values must be raised to increase the 

capacity and willingness of individuals to protect 

the network. 

Commitment Effective management of the stock route network 

requires a long-term commitment by the 

community to management of the network 

Consultation and Partnership Consultation and partnership arrangements 

between local communities, industry groups, 

State governments agencies, local governments 

must be established to achieve a collaborative 

approach to stock route network management. 

Management The stock route network must be managed to 

ensure it remains available for public use, to 

maintain and improve the networks natural 

resources and travelling stock facilities for use by 

travelling stock and for other purposes. 

Payment for Use A person who benefits from using the network 

must pay a reasonable amount for its use. 

Planning Stock route network management must be 

consistent at local, regional and state levels to 

ensure resources for managing the network are 

used to target management priorities.  

Monitoring and Evaluation  Regular monitoring and evaluation of the 

network’s natural resources and travelling stock 

facilities is necessary to improve stock route 

network management practices.  

 

1.4.2 Queensland Stock Route Network Strategy  

The Queensland Stock Route Network Management Strategy is aimed to direct and 

coordinate the management of the stock route network planning framework so that the 

state’s stock route network is effectively and sustainably managed to protect its 

economic, environmental, social and cultural values. The strategy reflects the 

legislations intent by providing the management framework to link legislation to 

planning and local management activities and decision making.  
 

1.5 Roles and Responsibilities  

1.5.1 The Department of Natural Resources and Mines 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines administers the Land Protection 

(Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 and Land Protection (Pest and Stock 

Route Management) Regulation 2003 which cover the operation and administration of 

the stock route network. The key role of the Department of Natural Resources and 

Mines under the Act is to direct and coordinate the management of Queensland’s SRN 

through the preparation of a State SRN management strategy. 
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1.5.2 Local Government 

Local governments have been allocated the responsibility for on-ground management 

of the SRN including controlling, improving and maintaining stock routes and 

reserves in a condition suitable for travelling stock. 
 

1.5.3 Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Council 

The Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Council has an advisory 

role to provide strategic advice and management recommendations to the Minister for 

Natural Resources about the management of pests and the stock route network and 

monitor the implementation of the strategy. The Council has 15 members with 

representation from government, conservation, community and industry.  This 

Council replaces the former Rural Lands Protection Board.  
 

1.5.4 Users of the Network 

Persons wishing to travel or agist stock on the network are required under the Act to 

apply to local government for a permit.  The person in charge of travelling or agisted 

stock is responsible for using the SRN in accordance with the conditions on their 

permit and other legislative responsibilities (such as notifying landholders, notifying 

local government on change of particulars etc.). 

 

Owners of stock (including adjoining land owners) are required to ensure that their 

stock are not on the SRN unless authorised by a lease, licence, permit or some other 

authority.  If a person has an authority to use the SRN they must comply with the 

conditions of use and also ensure that travelling stock are able to continue to move 

along the SRN without being impeded by stock, fencing or lack of pasture.  
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2 SRN Management Components 

2.1 Network Integrity 

The stock route network (SRN) use within the shire comprises predominately of one 

primary stock route, one secondary stock route and two minor stock routes that 

provide a network with six reserves, road reserves, one state forest and a number of 

creeks (Appendix B). The majority of the SRN in the shire is fenced however, there 

are sections that stretch a few kilometres that are unfenced. The water facilities are 

mainly sub artesian bores and excavations.  

2.1.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

Maintaining the SRN’s integrity will contribute towards achieving two legislative 

principles for SRN management as set out in the Act: “management” and “planning”.  

That is, by managing the resource to “ensure it remains available for public use”, 

“managing and improving the network’s natural resources and travelling stock 

facilities for use” and planning so that management is “consistent at local, regional 

and State levels” the overall integrity of the part of the network within Bendemere 

Shire will be not only be maintained, but enhanced. 

 

In addition, this plan’s intentions for network integrity also contribute towards 

implementing the Queensland Stock Route Network Management Strategy by 

providing for strategic direction and coordination, as well as network enhancement 

and operational management.  That is, management is planned, resourced, and 

retained/acquired to enhance and maintain the integrity of stock routes and reserves. 

2.1.2 Goal 

That the SRN’s integrity as a State corridor is maintained and enhanced so that 

unimpeded travel can occur through Bendemere Shire Council and adjoining Shires 

and for the SNR in the Shire to be free of noxious weeds. 
 

2.1.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Network Integrity Indicators Targets 

Number of significant differences between Bendemere Shire 

management approaches and adjoining Shires’ management 

approaches, which impede smooth travel between Shires. 

Minimal  

 

 

 

Number or complaints received regarding impediments to travel 

on the network. 

Minimal 

 

2.1.4 Network Integrity Policies 

In the event of an outbreak of declared weeds, animal disease or associated soil 

disease, that adjoining shires would work together to contain /control the weed.  

2.1.4.1 Partnerships Policy 

Bendemere Shire Council will endeavour to engage with adjoining Shires to develop a 

partnership approach whereby priority issues for management that cross local 

government area boundaries will be agreed upon, and to develop in partnership 

consistent management approaches to these issues. 
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2.1.4.2 Rationalisation Policy 

Council will identify routes and reserves that no longer have sufficient demand upon 

them by travelling stock and apply to the State for removal from the stock route 

network.Council may identify alternative routes and reserves which may be suitable 

for travel or agistment depending on the future stock management patterns. 
 

2.1.4.3 Removal of Impediments Policy 

Council will determine, through recommendations made by the stock route 

supervisor, the types and location of impediments to travelling stock on the network 

(eg illegal fences, rubbish dumps) and order removal of such impediments through 

notices to landholders, incorporating tasks into Council worker’s workplans etc. 
 

2.1.5 Network Integrity Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for network integrity, and to be able to manage the 

SRN in accordance with the network integrity policies the following issues need to be 

addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Maintenance of good working relationships with adjoining shires and state 

agencies 

2. Overgrazing of leased lands 

3. Stock route P002 and S071 is not suitable for travelling stock and is a safety 

risk. 

4. Removal of stock routes U794 and U796 from the network 
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2.5.1  Network integrity strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Partnerships with 

adjoining shires 

Ability to issue permits 

through to 

neighbouring shires 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

 

High 

 

 

2005 

 

 

Advise adjoining shires 

of forth coming cattle 

as soon the travel 

permit application is 

received 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

 

High 

 

Commencing 

 

 

Advise adjoining shires 

of the pests that are not 

in our shire to ensure 

pest do to become an 

issue 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

High 2004 -2005 

Partnerships with 

State agencies 

Consult with DNRM to 

discuss removal of 

stock routes that have 

no demand upon them 

and remove them from 

the stock route network 

Chief Executive Officer 

Land Protection Officer 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Medium-

High 

2005 

Overgrazing of 

leased land 

Stock routes to be 

monitored on a regular 

basis eg. water and feed 

availability using grass 

check 

Stock Route Supervisor High Commencing  
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Stock route P002 

and S071 

(Warrego 

Highway) not 

suitable for 

travelling stock 

and is a safety 

risk  

Council to discuss with 

DNRM about the safety 

issues associated with 

these stock routes and 

seek their removal from 

the stock route 

network. 

Chief Executive Officer 

Mayor 

High 

 

 

2005 

 

 

Removal of 

stock route U794 

and U796  

Council to discuss with 

DNRM about the 

removal of these stock 

routes on the network 

Chief Executive Officer 

Mayor 

High 

 

 

2005 
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2.2 Grazing Management 

2.2.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

The Bendemere Shire Council believes that successful grazing management will 

directly contribute to the “management” principle of stock route network management 

as set out in the Act.  That is, pasture availability and land condition will contribute 

towards the legislative principle in which the stock route network is managed “to 

maintain and improve the network’s natural resources”, and management of grazing 

pressure to provide sufficient ground cover will ensure that the network “remains 

available for public use” now and in the future. 

 

This plan’s objectives for grazing management also contributes to implementing the 

State Strategy in that it aims to achieve sustainable management.  That is, it 

implements best management practices for on-ground management and provides for 

training and education to achieve sustainable use. 
 

Appendix I shows the pasture species, pasture condition and areas of degradation 

within the shire.  

2.2.2 Goal 

To minimise the grazing impacts of travelling stock, and/or agisted stock, on the land 

condition of the SRN within Bendemere Shire, and to ensure that the grazing 

resources are available for future use. 
 

2.2.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Grazing Management Indicators Targets 

Percentage of land on SRN in LGA in A condition 70 % 

Percentage of land on SRN in LGA in B condition 15 % 

Percentage of land on SRN in LGA in C condition < 10 % 

Percentage of land on SRN in LGA in D condition < 5 % 
 

2.2.4 Grazing management Policies 

The land and pasture management policy as set out below outlines the areas that the 

Bendemere Shire Council sees as important management issues that require strategic 

management tools in order to achieve sustainable grazing of stock routes and reserves 

for travelling stock within the shire.  The Council is committed to implementing this 

policy through its administrative and work-planning processes and through sound 

decision-making. 

 

2.2.4.1 Land and Pasture Management Policy 

 The stock route supervisor will carry out visual ongoing monitoring all year round 

to determine carrying capacities for the SRN, which will feed into permit 

assessment and other management decision-making processes. 

 The stock route supervisor will regularly monitor the land condition of land 

determined to be in B condition and apply relevant management if the deteriorates 

to C condition. 
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 Land determined to be in C or D condition will be spelled until reaches at least B 

condition. 

 Land determined to be in D condition on primary and secondary stock routes will 

be monitored regularly and further action may need to taken i.e fencing. (This 

excludes land within 50 metres of a watering facility located on these routes.) 

 Areas determined through regularly monitoring to have more pasture than is 

required for travelling stock will be managed in this order of priority: short-term 

agistment under a permit (where there is interest), burning (when for 

environmental/safety reasons) or baling (through a call for expressions of interest).  

 The Council will take land conditions into account when making decisions 

regarding stock and other land management issues, including considering carrying 

capacities of land to make decisions regarding travel, agistment (under permit) or 

agistment/occupation under a permit to occupy. 

 Impacts to pastures during the seed setting and growth period (November – 

March) and following fire will be minimised through spelling and permitting 

restrictions (refer to section “Permitting Travel and Agistment” in this plan). 
 

2.2.5 Grazing Management Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for grazing management, and to be able to manage 

the SRN in accordance with the grazing management policies the following issues 

need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Spelling of routes for rehabilitation will create some controversy 

2. Fencing of stock routes 

3. Increase the travel rate fee for stock 

4. Thickening of vegetation 

5. Regulation of permits between shires 

6. Travelling long distances across shires – issue of permits in advance 
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2.2.5 Grazing management strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Spelling of routes 

for rehabilitation 

will create some 

controversy 

 

Stock owner and drover to communicate with Local 

Governments prior to commencement of travel 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium- 

High 

Commencing 

and Ongoing 

All shires cooperate to lightly graze degraded areas Stock Route Supervisor Medium- 

High 

Commencing 

and Ongoing 

Stock Route Supervisor to have an understanding of the carrying 

capacity of the land through Stocktake training 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium- 

High 

2005 - 2006 

and Ongoing 

Notify the public and users of the network that the routes will be 

spelled and when they will be spelled. 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 - 2006 

and Ongoing 

Increase the travel 

rate fee for stock 

Council to lobby to DNRM to increase the fee to at least 5-8 

cents per 20 head per kilometre to make it viable for Local 

Government to undertake administrative duties i.e. travelling to 

and from, administration 

Chief Executive Officer 

DNRM 

High 2005-2006 

Vegetation 

thickening on SRN 

providing lack of 

pasture for stock 

Local Government to control woody weeds on the stock routes 

by use of fire, mechanical and chemical spraying, thinning of 

vegetation. 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2004 – 2005 

and Ongoing 

Regulation of 

permits between 

shires 

Local Government to negotiate with adjoining shires on using 

multi shire permits 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Stock owners/drovers responsible for obtaining  permits in 

advance and local government allocating pasture for those that 

apply first 

Stock Owners/Drovers 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Information to be publicly available on Stocktake /Grass Check 

assessments for shires i.e. website, Council notice board 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium - 

Low 

2005 - 2006 
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Fencing of stock 

routes 

Encourage landholders to fence their properties on the SRN Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

High 2005-2006 

Travelling long 

distances across 

shires – permits 

issued in advance – 

allocate pasture 

resources 

Coordination by Rural Land Officer of movement of stock 

between shires 

Stock Routes Supervisor High 2005 - 2006 

Stock owner and drover to communicate with Local 

Governments prior to commencement of travel 

Stock Routes Supervisor  

Stock Owner & Drover 

High 2005 - 2006 
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2.3 Significant Area Management 

2.3.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To manage the land on the SRN used by travelling and agisted stock and other users 

in a manner that is sustainable which does not compromise areas of significance that 

have biodiversity, environmental, historical and cultural values (Appendix D, E, F and 

G) and provide community awareness of the land being a multiple use corridor.  
 

2.3.2 Goal 

To minimise the impacts of travelling stock and/or agisted stock, on areas of 

significance on the SRN within Bendemere Shire. 
 

2.3.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Significant Area Management Indicators Targets 

Inventory of significant areas, their extent 

and condition 

That the number and extent of 

significant areas does not decrease and 

that the conditions do not decline. 

Inventory of incidents causing degradation 

and their causes. 

Zero incidents caused by stock. 

 

2.3.4 Significant Area Management Policies 

The Bendemere Shire Council recognises significant areas in the Shire, ranging from 

cultural heritage sites (indigenous and historic) to areas that hold significant 

environmental value (including regional ecosystems i.e. vegetation, riparian areas and 

areas of significant biodiversity for flora or fauna).  This plan aims to manage the 

SRN in these areas to a degree that minimises impacts by travelling and agisted stock 

on the significant area.  
 

2.3.4.1 Riparian Area Management Policy 

 Riparian areas used as a watering point that are within 3 km of a stock route 

watering facility with sufficient water resources, will be closed to stock to 

minimise stock damage to the riparian area.  Permittees will be advised of these 

sites upon issue of the permit (where possible) and signage will be displayed at the 

riparian area redirecting stock to the nearby watering facility. 

 Riparian areas with disturbed vegetation or eroded banks most likely caused by 

use as a stock watering point will be rehabilitated. 
 

2.3.4.2 Biodiversity Management Policy 

 Areas identified as being highly significant areas in terms of biodiversity shall be 

monitored by either the stock route supervisor, in conjunction with the 

environmental health officer or through other monitoring programs (eg volunteers 

and school groups).  Results will be compiled and considered during plan reviews 

to rectify problems. 

 Alternative routes and reserves shall be investigated to replace routes and reserves 

containing remnant vegetation subject to degradation by travelling and agisted 

stock. 
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 The Council may produce a series of maps displaying the significant areas located 

within the Shire and make maps available for public reference. 

 The stock route supervisor will evaluate the effectiveness of fencing off 

significant areas for retention of biodiversity, providing recommendations to 

Council.  Council will approve fencing where appropriate to do so. 

2.3.4.3 Cultural Heritage Policy 

 When carrying out stock route activities Council will ensure that Aboriginal 

cultural heritage is not harmed and comply with the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Act 2003 ‘Duty of Care Guidelines’. 

 Areas identified as being highly significant areas in terms of biodiversity shall be 

monitored by either the stock route supervisor, or through other monitoring 

programs (eg volunteers and school groups).  Results will be compiled and 

considered during plan reviews to rectify problems. 

 The stock route supervisor will evaluate the effectiveness of fencing off culturally 

significant areas, providing recommendations to Council.  Council will approve 

fencing where appropriate to do so. 

 Stock travelling within 10 metres of a culturally significant area must, as a 

condition of their permit, be fenced off from the site using temporary electric tape 

fences (if no permanent fence present).  
 

2.3.5 Significant Area Management Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for significant area management, and to be able to 

manage the SRN in accordance with the significant area management policies the 

following issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Council does not have the resources to monitor the condition of significant 

areas 

2. Significant area fencing 

3. Restricting stock access to areas on primary and secondary routes for 

conservation will create some controversy 

4. Council has a lack of knowledge of cultural heritage and  significant sites 

5. Provide consistency across Shire boundaries on significant area awareness 
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2.3.5 Significant area management strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Council has a lack 

of resources to 

monitor the 

condition of 

significant areas 

Council to outsource monitoring of significant areas: 

1. Investigate groups which may voluntarily monitor 

significant area conditions 

2. Investigate regional bodies capacity to monitor 

significant areas 

3. Engage volunteer groups and/or regional body 

resources to monitor significant areas 

4. Investigate alternative funding sources 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Routes Officer Officer 

Delegated Councillors  

Medium 

High 

2005 - 2006 

LGAQ negotiate with State and Federal Government on this 

issue 

MADROC  

LGAQ 

Medium - 

Low 

2005 - 2006 

 

Significant area 

fencing 

Increase capacity within Council to monitor significant areas:  

1. State Government to provide training to Stock Route 

Supervisor, Environmental Health Officer on 

significant area monitoring and management  

Environmental Protection 

Agency 

LGAQ 

Medium 2005-2006 

Council consider fencing off areas that are considered 

significant based on their priority to avoid degradation  

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

Medium 2005-2006 

Council consider implementing signage to identify the 

significant areas 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

Medium 2005-2006 

Notify the public and users of the network about the routes 

that will be fenced off for significant area conservation 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

Medium Ongoing 

when 

commenced 
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Restricting stock 

access to areas on 

primary and 

secondary routes for 

conservation will 

create some 

controversy 

Increase educational awareness on stock routes as a multiple 

use corridor. 

 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Council liaise with stock owner/drover to vary the rate of 

travel in areas of significance along the stock route  

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Provide a map and information to stock owners/drovers of 

areas of significance on primary and secondary routes prior 

to travelling and advise where travel rates need to be adjusted 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Provide alternative stock routes that could be used and 

upgrade stock routes if circumstances deem necessary 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Council  has a lack 

of knowledge of 

cultural heritage and  

significant sites  

Council investigate with DNRM and other relevant state 

government agencies or historical societies on providing 

heritage data 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Council to establish a European Heritage data base and  

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage data base with information 

readily available to local government officers 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Manage the database in line with best practice provided by 

DNRM or other relevant bodies. 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Council will comply with the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Act 2003 ‘Duty of Care Guidelines when undertaking stock 

route activities to prevent harm to aboriginal cultural heritage 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Provide consistency 

across Shire 

boundaries on 

significant area 

awareness 

Increased awareness of significant areas and boundaries of 

stock routes 

 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 

Investigate a joint marking system and awareness and 

marketing of significant areas in the region. 

Chief Executive Officer 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Medium - 

High 

2005 - 2006 
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2.4 Risks and Safety Management 

2.4.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To ensure that the land on the SRN used by travelling stock and other uses is safe with 

minimal risks and that such risks are made aware of to users and do not impact upon 

the multiple uses, cultural values, environmental and biodiversity values.  

2.4.2 Goal 

The SRN in Bendemere Shire is a safe environment for the people and stock 

permitted to use it, and that the use of the SRN does not cause harm to other people 

and equipment that may use the road corridor for other purposes. 

2.4.3 Indicators and targets 
 

Risk and Safety Management Indicators Targets 

Number of possible hazards 0-2 

Number of reported incidents 0-2 
 

2.4.4 Risk and Safety Management Policies 

In this section a “risk” is the potential impacts another use or user may have on 

travelling or agisted stock; while a “safety issue” deals with the impacts travelling or 

agisted stock may have on other uses or users. 
 

2.4.4.1 Risks and Safety Issues Policy 

 Identified risks and safety issues will be prioritised by Council annually, with 

priorities included in Council’s annual works program (eg facility maintenance 

works programs). 

 The stock route supervisor will conduct annual risk and safety issue audits of all 

stock route facilities, reporting information to Council for annual prioritisation.  

 Council to provide mechanism for receiving information from community, 

permittees, users etc regarding risks and safety issues on the network. 

 Council will provide policies for key safety issues i.e. road safety (i.e. use of 

signage by users, warning signs in hazardous sites), infrastructure safety (i.e. 

signage, standard of facilities to minimise hazards) and fire safety (i.e. notifying 

community and users of burning schedule) to enhance safety and minimise risk. 
 

2.4.5 Risk and Safety Management Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for risk and safety management, and to be able to 

manage the SRN in accordance with the risk and safety management policies the 

following issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

1. Road safety - Along S7 in the vicinity of the creeks Eagle Hawk and 

Combidian that transverse across the highway. Banks are steep and stock need 

to move onto the Warrego Highway to pass through; 

2. In times of good seasons and no travelling stock, vegetation on stock routes 

and reserves is a fire hazard 

3. Wastes i.e. old fencing wire 

4. Thickening of vegetation forcing stock onto roads 

5. Pest management eg. toxic pest plants and baiting. 

6. Railway fence not properly maintained
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2.4.5 Risk and safety management strategies and actions to address issues 

 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Traffic safety on 

main roads i.e. 

Warrego Highway  

Council to discuss with DNRM about the safety issues 

associated with these stock routes and seek their removal 

from the stock route network. 

Chief Executive Officer High 2005 

Provide permanent big signs advising of safety and their duty 

of care and directing users safely  

Stock Route Supervisor 

 

Medium – 

High  

2005 - 2006 

Advise stock owners/ drovers of their ‘duty of care’ as a 

condition on their permits  

Stock Route Supervisor 

 

Medium – 

High  

2005 - 2006 

Reduce fire hazard 

caused by 

overgrown pasture 

Regularly monitor pasture levels Stock Route Supervisor High Commencing  

Controlled burning of pasture Stock Route Supervisor 

Rural Fire Brigade 

High Commencing   

Wastes i.e. fencing 

wire disposed on 

stock routes and 

reserves a hazard to 

grazing stock 

 

Eliminate or reduce risk through administration process (eg 

condition of permit). 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium – 

High  

2005 - 2006 

Implement signage for identified hazardous sites Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium – 

High  

2005 - 2006 

Increase awareness of responsibility by advising landholder 

and/or general public that it is their responsibility to remove 

wastes i.e. wire, telephone lines 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium – 

High  

2005 - 2006 

Thickening of 

vegetation forces 

stock to move onto 

the road 

Council use the follow measures to control thicknessing of 

vegetation and safety of stock and stock owners/drovers, 

public: 

1. Thinning 

2. Controlled burning 

3. Blade ploughing 

Stock Route Supervisor 

 

High  2005 - 2006 
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Pest management 

e.g. toxic weeds and 

baiting 

 

Implement control and eradication process – integration with 

all stakeholders. 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 - 2006 

Notification (72 hours) when baiting. Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 – 2006 

Implement actions as per Pest Management Plan. Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 – 2006 

Strategic permanent baiting stations, GPS star picket and 

provide appropriate signage. 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 – 2006 

Educate landholders and drovers about toxic weeds and 

control measures. 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005 – 2006 

Rural Land Officer training on toxic weed control measures 

(WH&S issue). 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005  - 2006  
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2.5 Infrastructure Management 

2.5.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To maintain SRN infrastructure in a manner that is serviceable and accessible for all 

stock travelling and agisting. 

2.5.2 Goal 

Travelling stock can access well maintained water supplies at regular intervals along 

primary and secondary routes of the SRN within Bendemere Shire. 
 

2.5.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Infrastructure Management Indicators Targets 

Facilities are maintained at good to fair 

condition 

100% of facilities in good – fair 

condition 

The maximum distance between most water 

facilities on primary and secondary routes 

15 to 20 kms 

 

2.5.4 Infrastructure Management Policies 

2.5.4.1 Construction and Maintenance Policy 

 Facility maintenance and construction needs will be prioritised by Council 

annually, with priorities included in Council’s annual works program  

 The stock route supervisor will audit the condition of all stock route facilities on 

an annual basis, reporting conditions to Council in time for its annual works 

prioritisation. 

 Council will apply to State for capital works funding for identified annual 

construction and maintenance priorities. 

 Priority works identified by Council in its annual works program that receive 

sufficient funding, will be completed as per the works schedule. 

 Council to negotiate with the State and landholders party to water agreements for 

maintenance of facilities on minor and inactive routes. 

 

Appendix H provides information on water facilities infrastructure. 

2.5.6 Infrastructure Management Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for infrastructure management, and to be able to 

manage the SRN in accordance with the infrastructure management policies the 

following issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Prioritise where structural  upgrade of facilities 

2. Fences at the Wallumbilla camping and water reserve are in poor condition 

and stock may escape onto Warrego Highway which can cause a safety issue 

3. Funding sources 
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2.5.6 Infrastructure management strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Prioritise where 

structural  upgrade 

of facilities 

Council to prioritise infrastructure needs and spend  money 

on areas that are of priority 

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium - 

High 

Commencing 

Ongoing as 

required 

Upgraded Greenhole Water Facility i.e. bore be replaced with 

a gully excavation.  

Chief Executive Officer 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Low - 

Medium 

Proposal 

Council to develop and implement an infrastructure work 

program to overcome issues and assist with new 

infrastructure development 

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium - 

High 

Commencing 

Ongoing as 

required 

Repair facilities in 

conditions less than 

fair. 

Maintain a maintenance program for all facilities Stock Route Supervisor High Ongoing 

Funding sources South West Local Government Association to lobby the State 

/ Federal government for Local Government assistance with 

infrastructure management for safety and environmental 

reasons 

Chief Executive Officer 

SWLGA 

High 2005 - 2006 

 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 26 

2.6 Pests and Diseases Management 

2.6.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To maintain SRN in a manner that minimises the spread and introduction of pests and 

reduces impacts on the values of the stock route network. 

2.6.2 Goal 

Minimise the spread and introduction of pests and disease by stock whom use the 

SRN and other users of the stock route and minimise the impacts that pests may have 

to stock using the SRN. 
 

2.6.3 Indicators and targets 
 

Pests and Diseases Management Indicators Targets 

Percentage of SRN area covered by pest plants <5 % 

Number of disease reports or findings suspected to have originated 

from stock using the SRN 

zero 

 

Number of pest plant species present that are harmful to stock <5 % 
 

2.6.4 Pests and Diseases Management Policies 

 Pests prevention policy (preventing the spread and introduction of pests: holding 

periods, wash-down facilities) 

 Diseases prevention policy (Preventing the spread and introduction of disease: 

regular inspections, checking waybills, liaise with DPI Stock Inspector) 

 Parthenium policy (preventing the introduction and spread within the shire) 
 

Appendix I provides information on the pest plants and animals distributed in 

Bendemere Shire.  

2.6.5 Pests and Diseases Management Issues  

To meet the goals and targets set for pest and disease management, and to be able to 

manage the SRN in accordance with the pest and disease management policies the 

following issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Eradicate/contain priority weeds in the shire as per Pest Management Plan 

2. Lack of landholder commitment to eradicating and/or containing pest plants 

on private land 

3. Increase knowledge and Awareness of weed/pest identification 

4. Mapping ongoing 

5. Spraying chemicals in riparian areas to manage pest plants 

6. Parthenium is not prevalent within the Shire, however there is a need to be 

aware of the potential for the plant to become a problem. 

7. Landholders not participating in coordinated in wild dog baiting campaigns  
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2.6.5 Pests and diseases management strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Eradicate/contain 

priority weeds in the 

shire as per Pest 

Management Plan 

Council to monitor and spray weeds as required to 

control infestations and encourage use of alternative 

control measures  

Stock Routes Supervisor High  Ongoing  

Encourage landholder commitment and responsibility 

for eradication/containment 

 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Landcare Officer 

High Ongoing 

Investigate possible funding options to assist in the 

eradication of mother of millions and possibly work 

with Landcare 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

Medium -

High 

2005/2006 

Promote awareness and educate on control methods Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health Officer 

High Ongoing 

Increase landholder 

commitment to 

eradicating and/or 

containing pest 

plants on private 

land 

30 % rebate for chemical used to eradicate mother of 

millions 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer  

Stock Routes Officer 

 

 

 

High 

 

 

 

Commenced 

 

 

 

 

Investigate options to strive towards a Sustainable 

Industries/Landcare group in the western part of the 

shire 

 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Officer 

 

Medium 2005-2006 

Increase educational awareness on advantages and 

disadvantage of pest plants on properties and economic 

issues 

 

Environmental Health Officer 

Stock Route Officer 

Medium 2005-2006 
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Increase knowledge 

and Awareness of 

weed/pest 

identification 

Stock Route Supervisor and other relevant Council Staff 

to undertake weed identification training and be provided 

with the following resource material: 

1. Pest Fact 

2. Books with photos, chemicals and rates for pests 

3. Skills on how to access herbarium data. 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium 2005- 2006 

Develop partnership between Councils, government, 

community groups, natural resource regional bodies and 

others to promote general community awareness on weeds 

and pest animals through field days, seminars, schools etc 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

NRM Bodies 

Landcare 

Medium 2005- 2006 

Mapping ongoing Stock Route Supervisor and other relevant Council staff to 

undertake GPS / Map Info/ Pest info mapping training 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium 2005- 2006 

Provide regular updates of monitoring / survey outcomes 

to DNR&M for distribution and allow neighbouring 

Shires and others access on request. 

Stock Routes Supervisor  Medium 2005- 2006 

Ensure pest information for the Shire is up dated regularly Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium 2005- 2006 

Provide map to stock owners / drovers showing the 

location of known weed infestations within the stock route 

network particularly their route of travel. 

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium 2005- 2006 
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Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Spraying chemicals 

in riparian areas 

Use selective environmental herbicides or other control 

measures especially in riparian areas  

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium 2005- 2006 

Within significant areas (including areas in which rare and 

threatens are found) consider alternative methods to 

spraying chemical to control /eradicate weeds i.e. 

biological control, mechanical or fire. 

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium 2005- 2006 

Council to establish buffer zones when spraying chemicals 

in riparian areas 

Stock Routes Supervisor Medium 2005- 2006 

Prevent Parthenium 

infestations in the 

shire 

Inspect all areas of the shire for outbreaks Stock Routes Supervisor High Commenced 

If there is an outbreak on properties, make residents aware 

and ensure it is eradicated.  

Stock Routes Supervisor High Ongoing 

when 

required 

Follow up inspection in known infestation areas. Stock Routes Supervisor High Ongoing 

when 

required 

Provide signage and information in designated rest areas 

along the Warrego Highway regarding pest plants in the 

shire to increase identification and prevent infestations 

Stock Routes Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

 

Medium-

High 

2005 

Landholders not 

participating in 

coordinated in wild 

dog baiting 

campaigns 

Stock route supervisor to identify those key landholders not 

participating in coordinated baiting campaigns and advise 

the Department of Natural Resources and Mines.   

Stock Routes Supervisor High Ongoing 

when 

required 

DNRM representatives in collaboration with Council to 

speak with landholders individually about the situation and 

encourage their involvement. 

Stock Routes Supervisor High Ongoing 

when 

required 
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2.7 Water Agreements Management 

2.7.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To maintain SRN in a manner that ensures the water requirements for travelling stock 

are of good quality, sustainable and meet the needs of all users. Details of the water 

infrastructure within the shire is provided in Appendix H.  

 

2.7.2 Goal 

To derive an income from water agreements and reduce costs by using water 

agreements to reduce maintenance by local government, while ensuring that the water 

needs of travelling stock are met and that the water resources or other people with 

rights to the water are not negatively impacted upon. 
 

2.7.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Water Agreements Management Indicators Targets 

Number of water agreements 4 

Dollar income from water agreements $0 

Locations and times where water runs out at a water facility which is 

under a water agreement, when there was a demand for water by stock 

travel 

NIL 

 

 

2.7.4 Water Agreements Management Policies 

 Negotiating water agreements policy (parities to involve, templates to use, 

considering maintenance standards and responsibilities, grounds to terminate  

2.7.5 Water Agreements Management Issues  

To meet the goal set for infrastructure management, and to be able to manage the 

SRN in accordance with the water agreement management policies the following 

issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Money received for water agreements go to local government rather than 

DNRM as local government maintain the facilities 

2. Adjust the fees 
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2.7.5 Water agreements management strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Money for water 

agreements in the 

shire be given to 

local government to 

assist in 

maintenance of 

facilities  

Engage in negotiations with NRM to discuss possible 

options 

Land Protection Officer 

Chief Executive Officer  

Stock Routes Officer 

Low - 

Medium 

2005 

Adjust the fees Maintain current fees, increase with CPI. 

 

Land Protection Officer 

Chief Executive Officer  

Medium 2005 
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2.8 Permitting Travel and Agistment 

2.8.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To maintain the SRN in a sustainable manner that permits travelling and agist stock 

which does not harm the networks natural resources. Appendix J shows the record of 

usage for travelling stock.  
 

2.8.2 Goal 

To carry out the process of assessing applications for permits to travel and/or agist 

stock on the SRN that ensures that the resources of SRN are sustained. 
 

2.8.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Permitting Travel and Agistment Indicators Targets 

Number of travel permits issued and the total lengths travelled N/A 

Number of agistment permits issued, total agistment days and 

total number of cattle agisted 

N/A 

 

Refer to grazing management indicators Refer to grazing 

management 

indicators 
 

2.8.4 Permitting Travel and Agistment Policies 

 Approving permits Policy (guideline) 

 Permit monitoring Policy  

 Agistment allocation Policy (eg priority agistment cases). 
 

2.8.5 Permitting Travel and Agistment Issues  

To meet the goal set for permitting travel and agistment, and to be able to manage the 

SRN in accordance with the permitting travel and agistment policies the following 

issues need to be addressed by Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Some local rate payers want to be given priority to agist on the SRN. 

2. Notification to landowners of travelling stock movements 

3. Availability of pasture and water on the SRN 

4. Issue of multi shire permits  
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2.8.5 Permitting travel and agistment strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Some local rate 

payers want to be 

given priority to 

agist on the SRN. 

Provide educational awareness on the multiple use of the SRN 

i.e. brochure, information newsletters etc 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Environmental Health 

Officer 

Medium 2005 

Issue a public notice on the equal rights to the use of the SRN 

at Council Office 

 

Stock Route Supervisor 

 

Medium 2005 

Notification to 

landowners of 

travelling stock 

movements 

Council must provide stock owners / drovers with a list of 

contacts along route to be travelled for notification  

Stock Route Supervisor 

 

High 2005 - 2006 

Availability of 

pasture and water on 

the SRN 

Continually assess the availability of pasture and water Stock Route Supervisor High Commencing  

Provide alternative routes for pasture and water when 

availability low utilised stock routes 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium Commencing 

Multi –shire permits  Council issue multi –shire permits provided all Shires involved 

in the route of travel consent 

Stock Route Supervisor High 2005- 2006  

Permit conditional provided stock owner advises all Councils 

of their proposed route to be travelled in advance 

 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Stock Owner 

High 2005- 2006  

Networking process and support mechanism to be developed 

between all shires in the region 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Stock Owner 

High 2005- 2006  

Council to communicate with other shires with reasonable 

flexibility and timeframes 

Stock Route Supervisor 

Stock Owner 

High 2005- 2006  
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2.9 Compliance 

2.9.1 Relevance for SRN Management 

To ensure consistency and regular enforcement of compliance issues on the SRN. 
 

2.9.2 Goal 

To follow-up on compliance issues in accordance with the Act. 
 

2.9.3 Indicators and Targets 
 

Compliance Indicators Targets 

Number of compliance issues 50% reduction 

Number of notices/warnings issued unlimited 

Number of prosecutions carried out 0-2 per year 
 

 

2.9.4 Compliance Policies 

 Policies on council’s response to offences that occur under the Land Protection 

(Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002;  

 Awareness raising policy 
 

2.9.5 Compliance Issues  

To meet the goal and targets set for compliance, and to be able to manage the SRN in 

accordance with the compliance policies the following issues need to be addressed by 

Bendemere Shire Council: 

 

1. Reluctance to pursue court action for minor offences 

2. Training and compliance issues 

3. Consistency in applying the rules
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2.9.5 Compliance strategies and actions to address issues 
 

Strategy Action By Who Priority By When 

Reluctance to pursue 

court action for 

minor offences 

DNRM to negotiate that local government be able to recoup 

costs 

 

Chief Executive Officer Medium 2005 

Council to communicate successful compliance actions with 

other shires and users to discourage further offences. 

Stock Route Supervisor Medium 2005 

Training and 

compliance issues 

Rural Land Officer are provided training in enforcement DNRM 

Chief Executive Officer 

Medium 2005 

Increase the knowledge and awareness in legislation associated 

with compliance and enforcement for Rural Land Officers/Stock 

Route Officers 

DNRM 

Chief Executive Officer 

Medium 2005 

Consistency in 

applying the rules 

DNRM and LGAQ to ensure the need for consistency right 

across the State. 

DNRM 

LGAQ 

Chief Executive Officer 

Medium 2005 
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3. Implementation of the Plan 

3.1 Council Resources 

The resources required by Bendemere Shire Council to implement this plan are as 

follows:  

 Stock Routes Supervisor – provided the stock route network information 

content for the plan particularly for indicators, targets, issues, strategies 

and actions; 

 Environmental Health Officer – liaised with the stock routes supervisor to 

write and disseminate information into the plan, collated the background 

information for the shire to use in the plan; 

 A 4x4 vehicle to transverse the stock routes; 

 GPS unit; 

 Pestinfo program 

 

The estimated budget to implement the stock route network plan for the period 2005-

2009 is detailed in Table 6. 
 

3.2 Council Commitment 

The Bendemere Shire Council is committed to achieving a system of stock routes 

management that is viable and sustainable for all users within the shire. 
 

 

 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 37 

 

 

Table 6: Estimated Budget for Period 2005-2009  

 

Budget Area 
2005 – 2006 

Cost ($) 

2006 – 2007 

Cost ($) 

2007 – 2008 

Cost ($) 

2008 – 2009 

Cost ($) 

Weed Control 25,500 25,500 25,500 25,500 

Animal Control 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 

Maintenance of stock routes & water 

facilities 

20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000 

Maintenance of plant/equipment 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 

Administration, Training & Workshops 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000 

Wild Dog Barrier Fence 19,670 19,670 19,670 19,670 

Rabbit Research 6,992 6,992 6,992 6,992 

Plague Control Contingency Fund 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Research and Extension Services 9,670 9,670 9,670 9,670 

Total Budget 98,832 98,832 98,832 98,832 
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4 Monitoring and Evaluating the Plan 

4.1 Performance Indicators 

Performance indicators have been included with each of the management components 

of the plan.  These indicators will be monitored prior to the annual review period of 

the plan, and the achievement of targets will be assessed. 
 

4.2 Review 

The Bendemere Shire Council will review or renew the stock route network 

management plan when the chief executive officer considers it appropriate. The 

Council will review the effectiveness of the plan at least 3 months before the start of 

each financial year. In addition, if the State stock route network management strategy 

is amended, the local government will review the plan and if necessary, amend the 

plan to ensure it is consistent with the amended strategy.  

 

The Bendemere Shire Council will re-establish a working group at the end of the 

2007/2008 financial year to prepare the next Bendemere Shire Council SRN 

Management Plan. 
 

 

 

 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    APPENDIX A 

 

    SHIRE BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
 
 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

Soils 

 

Table 7: Soil Types in Bendemere Shire.  

 

Land Resource Area Major Soils 

Brigalow clays Moderately deep to deep grey and 

brown cracking clays and red and 

brown texture contrast soils in the 

plains. 

 

Shallow to moderately deep grey and 

brown crackling clays in the uplands. 

Texture Contrast 

Alluvium 

Moderately deep to deep red, yellow 

or brown texture contrast soils with 

sandy loam top soils. 

Hard Mulga Lands Shallow to moderately deep loamy red 

earths and some red brown earths with 

large amounts of ironstone and 

siliceous gravels. 

Dissected Residuals Variable soils with very shallow stony 

lithosols and shallow texture contrast 

soils dominating, some earthy sands 

and sandy texture contrast soils 

associated with cypress pine. 

Soft Mulga Lands  

Undulating Popular box 

Texture Contrast Soils 

Moderately deep to deep red and 

brown texture contrast soils with a thin 

sandy or loamy surface, some deep 

sandy red earths. 

Source: B. K. Slater 1997 – Roma`and Land Resource Assessment, DNR. 
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Climate  
 

Rainfall 

Regional Rainfall Patterns  

The Bendemere Shire is within the Maranoa Balonne catchment in south-west Queensland, 

which lies in the semi arid zone. Rainfall patterns in this region are highly variable and 

generally dominant in the summer season between the months of October to March.  

 

Drought conditions have dominated in more recent times in Australia (including the Maranoa 

Balonne catchment), particularly during July 2002 and December 2003.  The Bureau of 

Meteorology issued a drought statement depicting the rainfall deficiencies that have been 

evident in central and southwest Queensland, as well as along the north-east coast and 

southern Gulf region of the state. Figure 1 shows the rainfall percentile ranking in the 

Maranoa Balonne catchment as both serious and severe rainfall deficiency (Bureau of 

Meteorology, 2003). Interannual rainfall comparisons between January/December 2003 and 

January/December 2000 have shown differences of rainfall for the Maranoa Balonne 

catchment up to -200 mm (Figure 2). 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Rainfall deficiencies reported in Queensland between 1 January 2001  

  to 31 December 2003. 
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Figure 2: Queensland Interannual Rainfall Differences for Jan/Dec 2003 -   

  Jan/Dec 2000. 

 

Local Rainfall Patterns 

The rainfall patterns between the years 1993 to 2003 for the townships of Wallumbilla and 

Yuleba in the Bendemere Shire are summarised in Figures 3 and 4. These figures show the 

trend of higher rainfall patterns in the summer months and lower rainfall patterns in the winter 

months. Wallumbilla has reported monthly precipitation records during summer of generally 

80 – 180 mm and winter precipitation records of less than 80 mm. Yuleba has reported 

monthly precipitation records during summer of generally 100 – 350 mm and winter 

precipitation records of less than 100 mm with averages predominately below 50 mm. 

Rainfall conditions during the last 2 years have been lower  
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Monthly Rainfall for Wallumbilla (Period 1993 - 1997)
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Monthly Rainfall in Wallumbilla (Period 1998 - 2003) 
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Source: Bureau of Meteorology 2003 – Wallumbilla Post Office Station. 

 

Figure 3: Monthly rainfall patterns in Wallumbilla for the Period 1993 – 2003. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Rainfall For Yuleba (Period 1993-1997) 
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Monthly Rainfall for Yuleba (Period 1998 - 2003)
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Source: Bureau of Meteorology 2003 – Yuleba Post Office Station. 

 

Figure 4: Monthly rainfall patterns in Yuleba for the Period 1998 – 2003. 
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Temperature 
Temperatures in the Maranoa Balonne catchment can be quite hot in the summer months and 

cold in the winter months.  

 

There is no temperature recording station for the Bureau of Meteorology in Bendemere Shire. 

Therefore, the nearest temperature recording station is in the township of Roma 

approximately 45 km from the shire boundary. Note that temperatures for the Roma area may 

vary in comparison to Bendemere Shire due to topography, soil types and soil conditions and 

is thus merely used as a general guide for the temperature conditions that may be experienced. 

Figure 5 provides an overview of the mean maximum and minimum monthly temperatures in 

the Roma area, during January 1993 to September 2003. Mean maximum monthly 

temperatures in Roma for this period ranged from 37˚C to 19˚C and mean minimum monthly 

temperatures ranged from 22.5˚C to 0˚C.   

 

Monthly Maximum and Minimum Temperature Data for Roma (Period: 1993 -1997)
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Monthly Maximum and Minimum Temperature Data for Roma (Period: 1998-2003)
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Figure 5:  Monthly Maximum and Minimum Temperatures in Roma.  
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Evaporation Losses 

Evaporation losses increase with higher temperatures and in more western areas. Figure 6 

shows evaporation losses in the Roma area to be generally between 200 to 60 mm in cooler 

months and between 200 to 450 mm in hotter months. Evaporation rates are 3 to 4 times 

greater in summer months. 

 

Monthly Evaporation in Roma (Period: 1993-2003)
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Figure 6:  Monthly Evaporation (mm) in the Roma Area.  
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Stock Routes 

 

Table 8: Facts about the SRN in Bendemere Shire 

 

Total Length of SRN: 376.9 km 

Length and Area of Stock Routes: Length (km) 

P002 10.57 

S071 51.43 

M704 88.17 

M705 25.88 

U433 7.34 

U705 41.43 

U708 41.17 

U794 49.24 

U795 18.02 

U796 12.86 

U797 30.78 

Total Length of Primary Stock Routes: 10.57 

Total Length of Secondary Stock Routes: 51.43 

Total Length of Minor Stock Routes: 114.05 

Total Length of Inactive Stock Routes: 200.84 

Number of Reserves: 6 

Type of Reserves: R123 

 R66 

 R367 

 R33 

 R411 

 R28 

Number of Water Facilities: 14 
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Table 9: Common pasture species in Bendemere Shire 

 

Pasture Species  Distribution 

Bothrichloa-Chloris (south) South-west section of the shire 

Aristida-Eragrostis (southern sa) Predominates over most of the shire 

Aristida- Eragrostis (cypress pine) Predominates over most of the shire 

Aristida-Cleistochloa (sst hills) Scattered patches within shire 
Source: Department of Natural Resources and Mines  
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Regional Ecosystems 

 

The Regional Ecosystem Description Database lists the vegetation management status 

of regional ecosystems as gazetted under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 and 

their Biodiversity Status as recognised by the Environmental Protection Agency. The 

specific criteria used to assess regional ecosystems are: 

 

‘Endangered’ 

Listed under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 if: 

 Remnant vegetation is less than 10 % of its pre-clearing extent across the 

bioregion; or 

 10-30 % of its pre-clearing extent remains and the remnant vegetation is less 

than 10,000 ha. 

 

Listed by the EPA under Biodiversity Status if: 

 Less than 10 % of its pre-clearing extent remains unaffected by severe 

degradation and/or biodiversity loss; or 

 10-30 % of its pre-clearing extent remains unaffected by severe degradation 

and/or biodiversity loss and the remnant vegetation is less than 10, 000ha; or 

 It is a rare regional ecosystem subject to a threatening process.  

 

‘Of Concern’ 

Listed under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 if: 

 Remnant vegetation is 10-30 % of its pre-clearing extent across the 

bioregion; or 

 More than 30 % of its pre-clearing extent remains and the remnant extent is 

less than 10, 000 ha. 

 

Listed by the EPA under Biodiversity Status if: 

 10-30 % of its pre-clearing extent remains unaffected by moderate 

degradation and/or biodiversity loss. 

 

‘Not of Concern/No Concern at Present’ 

Listed under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 if: 

 Remnant vegetation is over 30 % of its pre-clearing extent across the 

bioregion, and the remnant area is greater than 10,000 ha. 

 

Listed by the EPA under Biodiversity Status if: 

 The degradation criteria listed above for ‘endangered’ or ‘of concern’ 

regional ecosystems are not met. 

 

The Bendemere Shire is situated within the Brigalow Belt Bioregion. Regional 

Ecosystem (Version 4) maps for the Bendemere Shire Local Government Area 

include RE 8744, RE 8745, RE8844 and RE 8845 and are shown below. 

 

Table 10 below summarises the regional ecosystems that exist along stock routes 

within the Bendemere Shire Local Government Area.  
 

 

Table 11 shows the local areas of significance within the shire. 
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Table 10: Conservation Status of Regional Ecosystems along Stock Routes in 

  Bendemere Shire 

 

Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

P002 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

S071 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Callitris glaucophylla, 

Corymbia spp. and/or 

Eucalyptus melanophloia 

woodland on Cainozoic 

alluvial plains 

11.3.19 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

shrubby open forest on 

Cainozoic clay plains 

11.4.3 Endangered 

Open forest to woodland 

of Eucalyptus populnea 

with Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

on Cainozoic clay plains  

11.4.7 Endangered  

Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucopyhlla woodland 

on on Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces. 

Deep red sands 

11.5.5 Not of concern 

Acacia spp woodland on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust. Scarp retreat 

zone 

11.7.2 Not of concern 



 

 

 

Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

S071 Corymbia citriodora or 

Eucalyptus crebra 

woodland on Cainozoic 

lateritic duricrust 

11.7.6 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

Acacia harpophylla, 

Eucalyptus populnea 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.10 Of concern 

M704 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucopyhlla woodland 

on on Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces. 

Deep red sands 

11.5.5 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

Acacia harpophylla, 

Eucalyptus populnea 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.10 Of concern 
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Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

M704 Callitris glaucophylla 

woodland on Cainozoic 

coarse –grained 

sedimentary rocks 

11.10.9 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucophylla woodland 

on Cainozoic coarse –

grained sedimentary 

rocks  

11.10.11 Not of concern 

M705 Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Callitris glaucophylla, 

Corymbia spp. and/or 

Eucalyptus melanophloia 

woodland on Cainozoic 

alluvial plains 

11.3.19 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

shrubby open forest on 

Cainozoic clay plains 

11.4.3 Endangered 

Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucopyhlla woodland 

on on Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces. 

Deep red sands 

11.5.5 Not of concern 

Acacia spp woodland on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust. Scarp retreat 

zone 

11.7.2 Not of concern 

Shrubland on natural 

scalds on deeply 

weathered coarse-grained 

sedimentary rocks 

11.7.5 Not of concern 
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Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

M705 Corymbia citriodora or 

Eucalyptus crebra 

woodland on Cainozoic 

lateritic duricrust 

11.7.6 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

U794 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

shrubby open forest on 

Cainozoic clay plains 

11.4.3 Endangered 

Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucopyhlla woodland 

on on Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces. 

Deep red sands 

11.5.5 Not of concern 

Shrubland on natural 

scalds on deeply 

weathered coarse-grained 

sedimentary rocks 

11.7.5 Not of concern 

Corymbia citriodora or 

Eucalyptus crebra 

woodland on Cainozoic 

lateritic duricrust 

11.7.6 Not of concern 

U795 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

 

 



 

 

 

Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

U795 Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

and Eucalyptus 

thozetiana or E. 

macrocarpa woodland on 

lower scarp slopes 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust 

11.7.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. 

Nublia / Corymbia spp. / 

Eucalyptus spp. on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust 

11.7.7 Not of concern 

U797 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus populnea, 

Callitris glaucophylla, 

Allocasuarina  

luehmannii shrubby 

woodland on alluvium 

11.3.18 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Acacia spp woodland on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust. Scarp retreat 

zone 

11.7.2 Not of concern 
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Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

U797 Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

U705 Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus 

melanophloia, Callitris 

glaucopyhlla woodland 

on on Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces. 

Deep red sands 

11.5.5 Not of concern 

Acacia spp woodland on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust. Scarp retreat 

zone 

11.7.2 Not of concern 

Corymbia citriodora or 

Eucalyptus crebra 

woodland on Cainozoic 

lateritic duricrust 

11.7.6 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

U708 Eucalyptus populnea 

woodland on alluvial 

plains 

11.3.2 Of concern 

Eucalyptus tereticornis or 

E. camaldulensis 

woodland fringing 

drainage lines  

11.3.25 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus populnea, 

Callitris glaucophylla, 

Allocasuarina  

luehmannii shrubby 

woodland on alluvium 

11.3.18 Not of concern 
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Stock Route Regional Ecosystem 

Description 

Regional 

Ecosystem 

Number 

Vegetation 

Management 

Status 

U708 Eucalyptus crebra, 

Callitris glaucopyhlla, 

Angophora leiocarpa, 

Allocasuarina 

luehmannii woodland on 

Cainozoic sand 

plains/remnant surfaces 

11.5.1 Not of concern 

Acacia spp woodland on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust. Scarp retreat 

zone 

11.7.2 Not of concern 

Eucalyptus fibrosa subsp. 

Nublia / Corymbia spp. / 

Eucalyptus spp. on 

Cainozoic lateritic 

duricrust 

11.7.7 Not of concern 

Acacia harpophylla 

and/or Casuarina cristate 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.5 Endangered 

Acacia harpophylla, 

Eucalyptus populnea 

open forest on Cainozoic 

fine-grained sedimentary 

rocks 

11.9.10 Of concern 

Corymbia citriodora 

open forest on Cainozoic 

coarse-grained 

sedimentary rocks 

11.10.1 Not of concern 

 

Source: EPA (QLD Herbarium) - Remnant Regional Ecosystems BRB 2001 Version 4. 
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Table 11: Local Significant Sites 
 

Name of Site Location Significance 

State Forests Within Shire State, Regional and Local 

Local Wetland areas Within Shire Local significance 

Tchanning, Eagle 

Hawk, Combidian 

and other creeks 

Within Shire Local significance 

Judds Lagoon East of Yuleba Local wetland area 

Wallumbilla Creek  Wallumbilla Remnant riparian 

vegetation. Local wetland 

habitat for fauna and flora 

species and corridor for the 

movement and dispersal of 

native fauna species. 

Yuleba Creek Yuleba  Remnant riparian 

vegetation. Local wetland 

habitat for fauna and flora 

species and corridor for the 

movement and dispersal of 

native fauna species. 

Old Yuleba  South-east of Yuleba Historic heritage 

Grave East of Jackson off the Shire 

boundary near the Warrego 

Hwy. 

Historic heritage  

Noonga Hall North of Jackson Historic heritage 

Last Cobb and Co 

Route 

South of Yuleba Historic heritage 

Corduroys South of Yuleba Historic heritage 

Moongool Station, 

Bendemere Station 

Within Shire Historic heritage 

Native Police 

Barracks  

South of Jackson Historic heritage 
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Biodiversity Planning Assessments  

 
Biodiversity planning assessments is the implementation of the biodiversity 

assessment and mapping methodology that results in a map and database information 

product maintained by the Environmental Protection Agency. The digital coverage 

results from a process of information collation, integration, analysis, interpretation, 

spatial data development and mapping.  

 
Biodiversity assessment and mapping methodology has been prepared to provide a 

consistent approach for assessing biodiversity values at the landscape scale in 

Queensland using vegetation mapping data generated or approved by the Queensland 

Herbarium as a fundamental basis.  

 

The methodology has application for identifying area with various levels of 

significance for biodiversity reasons. These include threatened ecosystems or taxa or 

large tracts of habitat in good condition and buffers to wetlands or other types of 

habitat important for the maintenance of biodiversity or ecological processes.  

 

The biodiversity significant criteria used were as follows: 

 Diagnostic criteria (habitat for EVR taxa; ecosystem value at three scales –

state, regional, local; tract size, relative size of regional ecosystem at three 

scales – state, regional, local; condition; ecosystem diversity and context and 

connection – relationship to water, endangered ecosystems and physical 

connection between contiguous remnant units.); and 

 Other essential criteria (essential and general habitat for priority taxa; special 

biodiversity values; corridors and threatening process (condition))  

 
Queensland is divided into 13 bioregions based on broad landscape patterns that 

reflect the major underlying geology, climate patterns and broad groupings of plants 

and animals (NRM Website, 2004). Bendemere Shire is located in the Brigalow Belt 

Bioregion. Biodiversity Planning Assessments for the Brigalow Belt Region for 

Bendemere Shire is shown in the map below. 

 

State Significance: Areas assessed as being significant for biodiversity at 

the bioregional or state scales. They also include areas 

assessed by other studies/processes as being significant 

at national or international scales.  

 

Regional Significance: Areas assessed as being significant for biodiversity at 

the sub-bioregional scale. These areas have lower 

significance for biodiversity than areas assessed as 

being of State significance.  

 

Local Significance   

and / or Other Values: Areas assessed as not being significant for biodiversity 

at State or Regional scales. Local values are of 

significance at the local government scale.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    APPENDIX F 

 

    THREATENED SPECIES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Threatened Fauna and Flora Species 

 

Table 12: Rare and Vulnerable Mammal Species within Bendemere Shire 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Mammals    

Little Pied Bat Chalinolobus picatus NCA (Rare) Any timbered area in the shire i.e 

popular box, river red gum, 

cypress 

Large-eared Pied Bat, Large Pied 

Bat 

Chalinolobus dwyeri NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Any timbered area in the shire i.e 

popular box, river red gum, 

cypress except in the northern 

parts of the shire. Cave areas 

Eastern Long-eared Bat Nyctophilus timoriensis EPBC (Vulnerable) Occurs within the shire 



 

 

Table 13: Rare and Vulnerable Reptile Species within Bendemere Shire 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Reptiles 

Brigalow Scaly-foot Paradelma orientalis NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Potentially throughout the shire in 

timbered and remnant timbered 

areas i.e. popular box, pine, 

brigalow/belah, sandstone areas 

Woma Python Aspidites ramsayi NCA (Rare) Throughout shire particularly in 

timbered parts, red soils, loams, 

riparian areas 

Yakka Skink Egernia rugosa NCA (Rare) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Particularly pine areas, loamy 

sandy/red soils 

Dunmalls Snake Furina dunmalli NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Potentially anywhere in the shire 

mainly timbered areas i.e. bulloak, 

pine, brigalow 

Common Death Adder Acanthophis antarcticus NCA (Rare) Historically throughout shire, 

absent from cleared areas, 

sandstone areas, generally 

remnants of belah or brigalow 

vegetation 

Golden-tailed Gecko Strophurus taenicauda NCA (Rare) Mainly northern area of shire in 

timbered country i.e. belah, 

popular box, pine areas 



 

 

Table 14: Rare, Vulnerable and EPBC Listed Bird Species within Bendemere Shire 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Birds 

Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta scripta NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Possibly within the shire but 

unlikely 

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo Cacatua leadbeateri NCA (Vulnerable) Potentially occurs within the shire 

Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Terrestrial and marine species 

migratory under EPBC Act 

Any wetland throughout the shire 

with good ground cover 

Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wide ranging in any timbered or 

remnant timbered areas 

Australian Painted Snipe Rostratula australis  EPBC (Vulnerable) Occurs within shire 

Latham’s Snipe, Japanese Snipe Gallinago hardwickii Terrestrial and marine species 

migratory under EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

Painted Honeyeater  NCA (Rare) Timbered areas i.e. 

belah/brigalow/popular box / 

mistletoe areas 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

Great Egret, White Egret Ardea alba Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

Cattle Egret Ardea ibis Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

Fork-tailed Swift Apus pacificus Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 



 

 

 

Table 14 cont ..: Rare, Vulnerable and EPBC Listed Bird Species within Bendemere Shire. 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Birds 

Australian Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus 

albipennis 

Terrestrial and marine species 

migratory under EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus Marine species migratory under 

EPBC Act 

Wetland areas important habitat 

 

 

Table 15: Vulnerable Fish Species within Bendemere Shire. 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Fishes 

Murray Cod, Cod, Goodoo Maccullochella peelii peelii EPBC (Vulnerable) Potentially any watercourses 

within the shire 
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Table 16: Vulnerable and Endangered Plant Species within Bendemere Shire. 

 

Common Name Scientific Name Conservation Status Distribution /Presence 

Plants 

 Rutidosis lanata NCA (Endangered) In an area along the Wandoan –

Jackson Rd 

 Solanum sp. NCA (Vulnerable) 

 

Warrego Highway near Jackson 

Brigalow Acacia harpophylla EPBC (Endangered) Occurs within the shire 

Semi-evergreen vine thickets  EPBC (Endangered) Occurs within the shire 

 Acacia wardellii NCA (Vulnerable) 

EPBC (Vulnerable) 

Occurs within the shire, ranges 

area 

Slender Darling-pea, Slender 

Swainson, Murray Swainson-pea 

Swainsona murrayana EPBC (Vulnerable) Occurs within the shire 
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Historical Cultural Heritage 

 

The Nostalgic Queens Theatre in Wallumbilla is listed on the Queensland Heritage 

Register and Australian Heritage Places Inventory as a site of significance. A 

description is summarised below.  

 

Nostalgic Queen’s Theatre 

Location: Situated on the Warrego Highway through the township of Wallumbilla. 

Significance: Demonstrates the development of picture theatres in Queensland 

particularly rural Queensland and the part that picture played in the life of Australia in 

the early and mid 20
th

 century, before it began to be displayed by television. The 

Queen’s Theatre is still in use for its original purpose and is now one of only a few 

early theatres remaining in Queensland that have not been adapted for other uses.  

There are no sites currently listed on the National Trust Queensland Register, Register 

of Significant Trees or Register of the National Estate. 

 

To our knowledge there are no sites of historical significance within the Shire that 

would be impacted by stock that transverse along the stock routes. 

 

Indigenous Cultural Heritage 

 

Native Title Claims 

The Register of Native Title Claims contains information on all claimant applications 

that have been lodged for registration including Mandandanji People, Mandandanji 

#2, Barunggam People, Western Wakka Wakka People and are summarised in detail 

in Table 18 below: 

 

Indigenous Sites 

A search of the Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Mines ‘Indigenous 

Sites Database’ for the Bendemere Shire shows that there are no registered indigenous 

sites in the Shire and along the stock routes. 

 

The Council recognises the following sites to be of cultural significance in the 

Bendemere Shire. 

 

Table 17: Indigenous Sites of Cultural Significance  

 

Name of Site Location Stock Route Impact of Stock on Site 

Cultural Monument -

Pinkin-jin-ee Turtle 

Pinkinjinee – off the 

Warrego Highway 
Near P002 

None - stock do not 

travel near this site as it 

is not a part of the stock 

route. 

Native Wells 
South of Yuleba along 

the Yuleba – Surat Rd 
M705 

Stock may transverse 

along the stock route past 

the site but would not 

access the site as it may 

cause degradation 

Cultural Monument -

Aboriginal Rock 

West of Wallumbilla - 

off the Warrego 

Highway 

Near P002 

None - stock do not 

travel near this site as it 

is not a part of the stock 

route. 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

 

 

Table 18:   Register of Native Title Claims. 

 

Application Name: Mandandanji People Mandandanji #2 Barunggam People Western Wakka Wakka 

People 

Application Type: Claimant Application Claimant Application Claimant Application Claimant Application 

State/Territory: QLD QLD QLD QLD 

Date Filed: 12/09/1997 28/10/1997 27/01/1999 27/01/1999 

RNT Claim Status: Not Specified Registered Registered Registered 

Federal Court File #: Null QG6157/98 QG6005/99 QG6004/99 

Tribunal File #: QC97/33 QC97/50 QC99/5 QC99/4 

Status: Finalised Withdrawn Active Active Active 

Area Description: Around Roma, South of 

Surat, Central SW QLD 

Around Roma, South of Surat, 

Central SW QLD 

Central QLD Central QLD 

ATSIC Region: Goolburri Regional 

Council 

Central QLD Regional Council; 

Goolburri Regional Council 

Central QLD Regional 

Council; Goolburri 

Regional Council 

Central QLD Regional 

Council; Goolburri Regional 

Council; South East QLD 

Indigenous Regional 

Council 

Representative Body: Queensland South 

Representative Body 

Aboriginal 

Queensland South Representative 

Body Aboriginal 

Queensland South 

Representative Body 

Aboriginal; Gurang Land 

Council Aboriginal 

Corporation 

Queensland South 

Representative Body 

Aboriginal; Gurang Land 

Council Aboriginal 

Corporation 

Notification Status: Not Yet Notified Notification Complete Notification Complete Notification Complete 

Source: National Native Title Tribunal – Register of Native Title Claims
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Water Facilities 

Water facilities are areas along the stock route in the shire where stock permitted to 

use the stock route network may access water for drinking. Water facilities include: 

 A bore releasing artesian water; 

 A bore that pumps sub-artesian water; 

 An excavation tank that stores water; and 

 A natural waterhole where stock can access. 

 

Jackbore 

Jackbore water facility is located on reserve R123, off the Warrego Highway near the 

township of Jackson (Appendix 1) on stock route S071. The facility operates in good 

condition and is fully fenced. Water is sourced from a sub-artesian bore with a depth 

of 621 metres and stored in a turkey’s nest (gravity tank). A straight concrete trough is 

provided for cattle for drinking however its condition is fair and requires maintenance. 

Water quality at this facility is in very good condition.  

 

The declared pest plants in the vicinity of Jackbore which are contained but require 

regular management are: 

 Harrisia cactus (Eriocereus spp) - Class 2; and 

 Mother of millions (Bryophyllum) - Class 2. 

The ‘of concern’ pest plant species in the area are: 

 Mimosa bush (Acacia farnesiana)  

 African love grass. 

 

Doolan suckers near the creek in the vicinity of Jackbore are a woody pest in the area 

as pasture growth is compromised. 

 

Wallumbore 

Wallumbore water facility is located south of the township of Wallumbilla (Appendix 

1) on stock route M704. The facility operates in good condition. Water is sourced 

from an sub-artesian bore with a depth of 220 metres and stored in a turkey’s nest 

(gravity tank) which is fully fenced. A straight concrete trough is provided for cattle 

for drinking which is in good condition. Water quality at this facility is in good 

condition. 

   

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Wallumbore. Mimosa bush 

however, is an, of concern pest plant that exists in the area which undergoes regular 

management to ensure it does not impact on the environment.  

 

Combabula 

Combabula water facility is located on reserve R66, north of Yuleba along the 

Yuleba-Taroom Rd stock route M705 (Appendix 1). The facility operates in good 

condition. Water is sourced from a sub-artesian bore with a depth of 155 metres and 

stored in a turkey’s nest (gravity tank). A straight concrete trough is provided for 

cattle for drinking which is in very good condition as it was recently installed in 1997. 

Water quality at this facility is in good condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Combabula. Cypress pine suckers 

are a woody pest in the area as pasture growth is compromised. 



 

 

Raslie 

Raslie water facility is located north of Pickanjinnie (Appendix 1) on stock route 

M704. The facility operates in generally good condition. Water is sourced from a sub-

artesian bore with a depth of 92 metres and stored in a turkey’s nest. A straight 

concrete trough is provided for cattle for drinking which is in good condition. Water 

quality at this facility is in good condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Raslie.  

 

Yuleroom 

Yuleroom water facility is located on reserve R367, north of Yuleba along the Yuleba 

–Taroom Road (Appendix 1) on stock route M705. The facility operates in generally 

good condition. Water is sourced from a sub-artesian bore with a depth of 184 metres 

and stored in a turkey’s nest. A straight concrete trough is provided for cattle for 

drinking which is in fair condition. Water quality at this facility is in good condition. 

 

There are minor distributions of the ‘of concern’ pest plant mimosa bush in the area. 

 

Combarngo  

Combarngo water facility is located south of Wallumbilla along the Wallumbilla 

South Rd (Appendix 1) on stock route M704. The facility operates generally fair to 

good condition. Water is sourced from a sub-artesian bore with a depth of 274 meters 

and stored in a turkey’s nest. A concrete trough is provided for cattle for drinking 

which is in fair condition. Water quality at this facility is in good condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Combarngo.  

 

Greenhole 

Greenhole water facility is located on reserve R33, north of Wallumbilla (Appendix 1) 

on stock route M704. The facility operates in fair condition. Water is sourced from a 

sub-artesian bore with a depth of 184 metres and stored in a turkey’s nest. A concrete 

trough is provided for cattle for drinking which is in good condition. Water quality at 

the facility is in fair condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Greenhole. Eucalypt and belah 

suckers are a woody pest in the area as pasture growth is compromised. 

 

Wallumbilla 

Wallumbilla water facility is located on reserve R411, east of Wallumbilla off the 

Warrego Highway (Appendix 1) on stock route S071. The facility operates in poor 

condition. Bore has been abandoned due to water quality and water is now sourced 

from the town water supply. 

Water is stored in a concrete gravity tank. A new concrete troughs have been provided 

for cattle for drinking which is in very good condition. Water quality at the facility is 

in very good condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Wallumbilla. 

 

 

 



 

 

Maryann 

Maryann water facility is located on reserve R28, south of Yuleba on the Yuleba 

South Rd (Appendix 1) on stock route M705. The facility operates in fair condition. 

Water is sourced from a sub-artesian bore to a depth of 371 metres and stored in a 

trukey’s nest. A concrete trough is provided for cattle for drinking, which is in poor 

condition. Water quality at the facility is in good condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Maryann. Black wattle suckers are 

very overgrown and compromising pasture growth. 

 

Pickanjinnie Creek 

Pickanjinnie Creek water facility is located east of Pickanjinnie off the Warrego 

Highway (Appendix 1) on stock route P002. The facility operates in fair - good 

condition. Water is sourced from an excavation dam which has a size of 4000 m
3
. 

Water quality at the facility is in good condition. 

 

The declared pest plant in the vicinity of Pickanjinnie Creek which is contained but 

requires regular management is: 

 

African box thorn is present in the area. The of concern pest plant mimosa bush is also 

found in the area. 

 

Chadford 

Chadford water facility is located north of Wallumbilla (Appendix 1) on stock route 

M704. The facility operates in poor condition. Water is sourced from an excavation 

dam which has a size of 4000 m
3
. Excavation dam possibly leaks. Water quality at the 

facility is in fair condition. 

 

There are no declared pest plants in the vicinity of Chadford. 

 

Tchanning 

The Tchanning water facility is located east of Yuleba and west of Jackson off the 

Warrego Highway (Appendix 1) on stock route S071. The facility operates in good 

condition. Water is sourced from an excavation dam which has a size of 4000 m
3
. 

Water quality at the facility is in good condition. 

 

African love grass is a pest plant in the vicinity of Tchanning. Belah woody suckers 

are a woody pest in the area as pasture growth is compromised. 

 

Rocky 

Rocky water facility is located east of Yuleba off the Warrego highway (Appendix 1) 

on stock route S071. The facility operates fair to good condition. Water is sourced 

from an excavation dam which has a size of 4000 m
3
. Water quality at the facility is in 

good condition. 

 

African love grass is a pest plant in the vicinity of Rocky. Cypress pine and 

Eucalyptus woody suckers are a woody pest in the area as pasture growth is 

compromised. 

 

 



 

 

Scotts 

Scotts water facility is located approx 12 km west of Yuleba.The facility operates fair 

to good condition. Water is sourced from an excavation dam which has a size of 4000 

m
3
. Water quality at the facility is in good condition. 

 

 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    APPENDIX I 

 

    PEST PLANTS AND ANIMALS 

 
 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    APPENDIX J 

 

    PERMITTING TRAVEL AND AGISTMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Bendemere Shire Stock Route Network Management Plan  July 2005 – June 2009 

 

 
 
Table 19: Record of Usage for Travelling Stock Numbers 1992-2003. 
 

Stock Route 
Record of Usage in the Shire 

2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 Total 

P002 2,959 4,242 - 50 - - - - 1,410 1,010 - - 9,671 

S071 4,919 6,745 511 942 - - - - 880 400 - - 14,397 

M704 530 4,223 511 - - - 1,065 - - 909 - 500 7,738 

M705 1,100 - - 942 - - - - 950 - - - 2,992 

U433 - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 

U705 1,100 1,469 - - - - - - 950 - - - 3,519 

U708 - - - - - - - - 880 400 - - 1,280 

U794 - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 

U795 - 540 - - - - - - - - - - 540 

U796 - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 

U797 - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 

Total  10,608 17,219 1,022 1,934 0 0 1,065 0 5,070 2,719 0 500 40,137 
Source: Stock Routes Permits Register  

 

(-): No Cattle 
 

 
 

 


